Vilsack Endangers U.S. Livestock & Food Supply, con’t
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Vilsack’s proposals to import beef from parts
of Brazil and Argentina that are deemed “FMD-free”
is a classic case of Albert Einstein’s. “Definition of
insanity.
Three times in the past the U.S. has declared
“regions” of FMD-infected nations safe, only to
have FMD outbreaks erupt shortly thereafter. Those
nations were Uruguay, South Korea, and Argentina.
Vilsack’s latest move: proposing to again
“regionalize” Argentina into sections that are deemed
either “Foot-and-Mouth Disease Free” or safe enough
– and allow beef imports from those parts of Argentina to enter the U.S. This latest proposal is identical
proposal for FMD-infested Brazil now resting on Vilsack’s desk. In late 2013, USDA unveiled plans to
regionalize 14 states of Brazil and allow beef imports
from those areas. During the public comment period
(which ended April 22, 2014), citizens and organizations’ comments were overwhelmingly hostile to
allowing regionalized Brazilian beef imports.
A reasonable person might have imagined that
the overwhelming, compelling reasons put forth by
the public would cause our nation’s top agriculture/food official to back off. But no, Vilsack is now
doubling down” on this incredible stupidity. The
FMD virus survives in frozen food products for up to
seven weeks!
In all analyses, the security of the U.S. dairy,
beef and pork industries would be seriously compromised if FMD were to enter the U.S. on a contaminated beef carcass. Draconian proposals by the federal government to establish “kill zones” – radiating
out several miles from sites of confirmed FMD
infections – would be set up. FMD strikes clovenhoofed creatures. Many other creatures – farm animals as well as wild animals and birds – may harbor
or transfer FMD. Besides killing all farm animals
within those zones, livestock producers’ livelihoods
and rural economies would also be killed, if FMD
were to strike in the United States:
1) Our nation’s milk supply would be impaired
by forced slaughter of dairy cows. U.S. dairy
exports – an acknowledged source of recent tighter
dairy commodity supplies and resulting higher milk
prices – would be banned. An export ban could
knock farm milk prices back to $12-$14/cwt. milk, if
FMD hit. Or maybe farm milk prices would soar to
$40/cwt. milk ... if FMD wiped out hundreds of
thousands of milk cows in dairy-rich areas of California, Wisconsin, etc.
2) An FMD outbreak in the U.S. would put Beef
and pork producers at risk also. Our nation’s red meat
supply is already under severe challenges to production and supplies – a major reason for higher consumer costs. The United States’ beef herd is already
at its lowest total in 60+ years, due in great part to
severe droughts in the Southwest in 2011 and 2012.
Meanwhile, the pork industry is reeling from a diarrhea-inducing virus (PEDV) that’s killed upwards of
five million baby pigs in the U.S. since it was first
diagnosed here in April 2013. (Note: DNA analyses
have traced that deadly swine virus back to China.)
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Economic impact of a FDM outbreak in this
nation? USDA’s own flawed economic analysis
accompanying the Brazilian “regionalization” proposal reported losses as high as $37-$42 billion.
Earlier this year, The Milkweed spent a lot of
ink on the incredibly dangerous subject of beef
imports from FMD-infected nations from Brazil.
About five times in the past, USDA has allowed such
regionalization. In every instance, new disease outbreaks (almost always FMD) subsequently occurred
in supposed “safe” areas of those countries. Usually, those outbreaks took place within weeks or a couple months of USDA’s approving such regionalization. The model has previously failed every time.
Insanity to repeat failed actions.
The notion that USDA can “kill zone” its way
to corral an FMD outbreak here is completely fallacious. The FMD virus is hard to stop. It may spread
by wild birds or airborne in the wind up to 50 miles
per day. Once FMD were established in wild animal
populations, it would be impossible to eradicate.
Examples of wild species that can be infected by and
evolve as FMD “carriers” include deer, wild pigs,
and armadillos.
Within the past year, USDA irresponsibly
announced creation of a FMD vaccine. Sorry ... that
vaccine is mostly in the experimental stages and is
not effective for cattle, The Milkweed later
researched and reported.
What motivates Vilsack and the Obama administration to propose such dangerous proposals threatening our nation’s food supply? A two-word answer
suffices: “Free Trade.” In early March 2014, speaking at the annual convention of the National Farmers
Union, Vilsack speech did not mention the proposed
regionalization of Brazilian beef imports. But a wily
Texas dairy farmer – Billy Miller – ambushed Vilsack with questions as the USDA chief glad-handed
NFU delegates. Miller demanded Vilsack explain:
why the U.S. should endanger its livestock indus-

tries with the proposal to import beef from Brazil?
Vilsack’s verbatim answer to Billy Miller: The U.S.
has to buy what other nations produce. Seeing that
Miller was unconvinced by Vilsack’s answer, Vilsack then asked Miller repeatedly: “Don’t you trust
your government? Don’t you trust your government?” That answer didn’t set well with Miller –
who dairies a few miles from Waco, Texas.
The way things work in Washington, D.C., the
ultimate authority to approve or deny importing beef
on a regionalized basis from FMD-infected nations
rests with ... Tom Vilsack.
What to do??? The U.S. dairy and livestock
industries need to raise Hades on this issue. This
fall, candidates running for the U.S. Congress and
Senate need to be grilled about whether they would
sponsor or back federal laws to ban beef imports
from FMD-infected nations.
Better yet: Congress needs to intervene, pronto. If either the House or Senate agriculture committees won’t convene a special hearing, then one or
more concerned federal legislators should hold wellpublicized field hearings. In this era of YouTube
videos and the Internet, a solid effort aimed to alert
the public and elected officials should commence.
Bottom line: Tom Vilsack is too dangerous an
idiot to be entrusted with oversight and stewardship
of this nation’s food supply. We cannot allow “Free
Traitors” like Vilsack to jeopardize our nation’s livestock trade, rural economy, and food supply.
For more information about FMD and regionalization, The Milkweed has assembled a collection
of articles from earlier this year on our Web site:
www.themilkweed.com
Click on the red banner headline at the top of
the page that reads: What you need to know about
Foot-and-Mouth Disease.

Beef from FMD-Infested Argentina After 10/28/14?
by Jim Eichstadt
We were very puzzled by one of two announcements issued August 28, 2014 by USDA’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) for its plans
to allow imports of fresh (chilled and frozen) beef
from two regions of Argentina.
The first announcement lacked a proposed rule
and public comment period on the agency’s finding
that Argentina’s Patagonia region is free of Foot-andMouth Disease (FMD). The omission of the proposal rule and public comment period is critical, because
Argentina has a long and troubled history of FMD,
and the proposed imports could spread this highly
contagious disease to U.S. livestock herds. Further,
the Patagonia region could easily be re-infected by
the movement of livestock, wildlife, and other carriers of the virus from surrounding areas where FMD
infestations persist. We turned to a leading livestock

trade policy expert – R-CALF USA CEO Bill Bullard
– for clarification. Following is a key excerpt from
Bullard’s response:
“… APHIS went through a rulemaking in
2012 that changed the way it would allow countries to import into the U.S. if the country had
ever had FMD. The change no longer requires
USDA to go through a rulemaking, only a notice
and comment period. So, USDA published its
notice and comment period in January and the
comment period regarding the Patagonia region
of Argentina is over and USDA has now made its
decision. The effective date of USDA’s FMD-free
classification is Oct. 28, 2014. That means it is a
done deal and after FSIS [USDA’s Food Safety
Inspection Service] certifies plants in the Patagonia region, imports can begin after Oct. 28.”
—Bill Bullard, CEO of R-CALF USA

August 2014 Class III Price Announced at $22.25, Class IV at $23.89
by Jim Eichstadt
August 2014 classified prices for farm milk
pooled on federal milk marketing orders continued to
show gains over the previous month. USDA on September 4 announced the August price for Class II
(yogurt and other spoonable products) milk at $25.34
per hundredweight, up $0.93 from the previous month.
The Class III (cheese) milk price was announced at
$22.25/cwt., a gain of $0.65 from July. The August
Class IV (butter/powder) milk price, announced at
$23.89/cwt., gained $0.11 from a month earlier.
Classified prices represent the monthly national
average values of milk by utilization category, as calculated by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service using complex product pricing formulas that
track domestic commodity market prices. Those product pricing formulas were included in the larger legislative package of federal milk order reforms man-

dated by Congress in the Food Security Act of 1995.
Current federal order class prices are relatively high due to unusually strong Cheddar cheese,
butter, and milk prices seen so far this year on the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
Federal order Class II prices have shown
monthly increases during five of the first eight
months of 2014. The August 2014 Class II milk
price is $6.07 higher than it was one year ago.
Class III prices reached a record high of
$24.31 for April, than slipped for two consecutive
months before regaining their upward momentum.
August’s announced Class III price of $22.25 is
$4.34 higher than in 2013.
The August Class IV price of $23.89 is the
highest price reached for butter and milk powder
this year after a generally steady uptrend in 2014. In
comparison, the August Class IV price $4.82 above
last year’s $19.07.

PRICES PER POUND

June ’14

July ’14

August ’14

Butter
Nonfat Dry Milk
Cheddar Cheese
Dry Whey

$2.1874
1.8633
2.0358
0.6789

$2.3473
1.8617
2.0482
0.6890

$2.5206
1.7887
2.1074
0.6880

July-August
Difference
+$0.1733
-0.0730
+0.0592
-0.0010

