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The Milkweed urges friends of the dairy com-
munity to dig down deep and send a financial dona-
tion to help restore dairy farmers in Louisiana whose
lives and businesses were devastated by Hurricane
Katrina.

Katrina’s losses to local dairy farmers are esti-
mated at $25-$30 million. Rebuilding local dairy
farms is a tough task. The devastation even destroyed
many farm fences—a key ingredient for dairy pro-
ducers who rely on grazed ryegrass during the cool
months to sustain their milking herds. Atop Katrina’s
woes, drought conditions plague dairy farmers in the
area, severely impairing growth of this fall’s ryegrass.

Local dairy farmers in Louisiana have estab-
lished a fund to receive tax-deductible donations.  The
fund is overseen by local dairy farmers (all of whom
suffered storm damages from Katrina), and they as-

Do you want extra copies of The Milkweed to
hand out at dairy or farm meetings this fall/winter?
If you have an upcoming meeting and want to hand
out samples of the paper, just give me a call and we’ll
meet your request as long as extra copies remain.

We don’t have a lot of resources for expensive
advertising, so old-fashioned, word-of-mouth is one
of our best vehicles for getting more subscriptions.
Subscriptions are our revenue, not advertising.

Be sure to give me at least a week to ten days
advance notice of your meeting, and the number of
papers you think you’ll need. Dairy farmers need to
know what’s going on in this volatile industry. Call
me at 608-455-2400. Thanks.

sure that funds will go directly to local dairy produc-
ers. Concerned friends may donate to:

Katrina Dairy Relief Fund
C/o aLaMP
P. O. Box 324
Kentwood, Louisiana 70441
If additional information is needed, the presi-

dent of the Association of Louisiana Milk Producers
(aLaMP), Mike Miller, may be reached by e-mail at:
mmiller@I-55.com

The Milkweed is sending a check for $250 as
our contribution to the many good folks in Louisi-
ana. Goodness knows, there are many deserving out-
lets for our charitable contributions.  We urge read-
ers to please give these dairy farmers a financial help-
ing hand in any way possible. Thank you.

Numerous telephone calls from subscribers—
particularly in Missouri and southern Illinois—indi-
cate that the U.S. Postal Service did not deliver the
October 2005 issue to a number of subscribers.  I
apologize for that failure.

Persons who did not receive the October issue
should call or write to me, and we’ll send out an-
other copy.  Thank you for your patience.  In recent
years, we’ve had few complaints about the quality of
mail service.

Mail Woes Hit Oct. Issue

Need Extra Copies

For Meetings?

Anybody who buys large volumes of diesel fuel
is pinched.  And few folks in dairy go through more
diesel than milk haulers.

In Michigan, a group milk haulers has been sit-
ting down, trying to strategize how to get better rates
for their services. These haulers have requested a
meeting with the few dairy co-ops buying milk in
the state, seeking to boost rates. But all four co-ops—
Michigan Milk Producers Assn., Dairy Farmers of
America, Dairy Marketing Services (a DFA clone),
and Foremost Farms—are refusing to meet with an
assembly of milk haulers.

The co-ops state that they will meet with indi-
vidual milk haulers, but not with any group of them.
Some angry haulers are talking about parking their
rigs for a day to send a message to the co-ops.

The haulers are debating among themselves
what an appropriate base rate should be.  Their dis-
cussions focus around a range around $2.50 up to
$2.86 per loaded mile. They want the base rate (per
mile) updated from where it’s been stuck for about
seven years.  (Note:  The base rates are adjusted for
higher fuel costs.)  Some of the haulers are seeking a
3.5% annual cost of living adjustment to the seven-
year old base rate, plus fuel surcharge adjustments.

Haulers are particularly mad at DMS and DFA,
for those two firms “playing favorites”—i.e., reward-
ing some haulers’ requests for higher rates, and blow-
ing off others’ claims.

Michigan is interesting from a milk-hauling
standpoint.  The state features a large number of pri-
vate operators. Massive milk-hauling rigs are seen
on the state’s highways—Michigan has a 164,000-
lb. weight limit.  The biggest milk tank trailers in
Michigan can haul as much as 13,000 gallons!

Michigan has few milk buyers (basically, the
aforementioned co-ops).  All co-ops in the region
belong to the same marketing agencies (PEC in
Michigan, MEMA in Ohio and Indiana).

Raw milk buyers in Michigan are highly con-
centrated (Dean Foods, Leprino Foods), and that’s
where part of the problem may lie. Dean Foods con-
trols upwards of 85% of all fluid milk processed and
distributed in Michigan. Dean has fought hauling rate
increases in various markets around the country in
recent months, claiming its biggest buyer—Wal-
Mart—won’t pay any more.

In Michigan, if the co-ops can’t wangle more
money to cover higher milk transportation costs, then
any further compensation must come out of farmers’
milk checks, which the Michigan haulers do not like.

Pay attention to milk hauling events in Michi-
gan … with possible spillover effects into Ohio and
Indiana.

In the East, DMS has been giving milk haulers
the runaround, also.

Dairy farmers and milk haulers are at the bot-
tom of the ladder–enjoying disrespect of some big
co-ops.

Co-ops Won’t Talk with Michigan Milk Haulers

If there is a single current issue that ought to
light a fire under dairy farmers, true friends of the
dairy industry, and consumers, that issue is FDA’s
proposals to change standards for ice cream.  I urge
every reader to study this matter and register your
opposition to FDA regarding one or more of these
proposed changes in ice cream standards.

The nebulous phrase allowing “… milk from

source animals other than cows …” to be used in our
ice cream is how FDA and the International Ice Cream
Manufacturers (IICA) want to dump the global barn-
yard trash in our ice cream.  FDA’s proposals mention
goats and sheep milk.  But those smelly critters are a
smoke screen to cover for imports of water buffalo milk-
derived ingredients from that Third World cesspool of
animal and human disease—India.

U.S. goat and sheep milks are more expensive
than domestic cows’ milk.  Therefore, when we read
of “goat and sheep milk,” these ingredients will be
imported.  I don’t want my ice cream to taste like the
bottom-side of a mangy, Albanian goat.  But FDA
and IICA don’t give a bleat about goat and sheep
milk.  They want to import the really CHEAP,

NOT in OUR Ice Cream
SCUZZY dairy ingredients from India’s water buf-
falo.  (Nothing in the following comments should be
construed as disrespect for India’s dairy industry feed-
ing its needy citizens.  Keep their fecal soup dairy
ingredients at home!)

India’s dairy industry is largely a Third World
cesspool, laden with disease (human and animal) and
unsanitary dairy practices.  India’s millions of tiny dairy
farms average about three milking animals.  About two-
thirds of those smelly critters are Water Buffaloes.  The
water buffalo is tame, serves ideally as a dual- purpose
(draft and milk) critter … and if she dies (and the Hin-
dus aren’t looking), can yield a lot of steak/hamburger.
Despite its high protein and fat content, Third World
water buffaloes aren’t well-suited to milking.

The water buffalo’s “plumbing” (nipples) are
rock-hard.  Indian farmers must repeatedly spit in their
hands (or wet their hands with milk) while milking
water buffalo, to lubricate the nipples. Sadly, most
dairy farms in India feature pasture-milking, so there
are no hand-washing facilities.  No milk cooling, ei-
ther.  The p.m. milking just sits (culturing bacteria)
until the morning milking, when the whole putrifying
mess is co-mingled and lugged by bicycle or cart to

the neighborhood milk receiving station.  There, the
collective, milk from the whole hand-spitting neigh-
borhood is shipped to a Third World dairy processing
plant.  (I’ve been told that dairy plants in India super-
heat dried dairy products, to try to kill the bugs.)

India features a wide range of active livestock dis-
eases, such as Food & Mouth Disease and Bubonic Plague
(aka The Black Death).  Foot & Mouth virus survives
normal pasteurization temperatures and can remain ac-
tive in packaged dairy products for up to six weeks.  That’s
plenty of time for a ship laden with MPCs and butteroil to
sail from India to the U.S.  Importing dairy and livestock
products from countries with Foot & Mouth Disease (like
India, Brazil and Uruguay) is a disaster waiting to hap-
pen.  Remember several years ago, when England and
Western Europe were afire with burning livestock car-
casses in an attempt to eradicate Foot & Mouth Disease?

Proposing to allow milk from species other than
cows in our ice cream … or any other foods … is down-
right dangerous.  Is the ice cream processors lobby so
greedy that they want to change FDA rules to allow
such imported garbage in our ice cream?

Angry?  Visit our Web site—we have lots of de-
tails at: www.themilkweed.com

Contact FDA and comment.  Write local news
media.  Contact ice cream manufacturers and give them
Hades if they belong to IICA.  Call Andy Rooney at
60 Minutes.  U.S. consumers deserve nothing else but
ice cream made from cows’ milk ingredients.  And
give me a double cup of Brusstar’s black raspberry,
made with U.S. cows’ milk … please!
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