Retail Milk Price-Gouging in Upper Midwest & Kansas City

To: Interested Persons
From: Pete Hardin, Editor-Publisher — The Milkweed*
Date: July 26, 2024

Subject: Retail milk price-gouging in
Upper Midwest & Kansas City

Summary:

Each month, the Dairy Division of the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice surveys retail price data for gallons of Whole and 2% milk in 30 major met-
ropolitan areas. Analyzing that monthly data for 2022, 2023 and January-June
2024 reveals overt gouging of retail milk prices in the Upper Midwest (Chicago
and Minneapolis) and Kansas City. Both these regions feature extremely limited
competition in the processing/distribution of fluid milk.

Several attachments to this memorandum provide specific and general back-
ground information.

General Background:

The individual and joint venture operations of two dairy processing firms
are scrutinized here: Dairy Farmers of America, Inc. (DFA) and Prairie Farms.
These two firms operate fluid milk plants in multiple regions of the United States,
individually and also through a joint venture (Hiland Dairy). Regions where one
or both of these firms predominate in processing and distributing fluid milk in-
clude: the Upper Midwest, the Plains, Texas, the Southeast, and the Mid-East.

Fluid milk processing has witnessed declined competition over the past two
or three decades, due to several reasons, including:

* Significant decline in overall volume, as consumers drink less beverage
milk. Fluid milk processing is generally a low-margin industry sensitive to vol-
ume reductions.

» Empire-building by certain processors.

* Bankruptcy in November 2019 by Dean Foods, which at that time was the
nation’s largest fluid milk processor. Dean Foods’ four dozen-plus dairy process-
ing plants were almost entirely all divided between DFA and Prairie Farms.

* In the past several years, Walmart and Meijer’s have built and operate their
own fluid milk plants serving those major retailers’ in-house needs. Walmart, for
example, will include other processors’ fluid milk in its dairy cases. But often
brands other than Walmart’s in-house brands are positioned as higher-priced
“straw men”’ with a small percentage of overall retail volume for the category.

The price data for Whole milk and 2% gallons is sourced from the monthly
retail survey gathered and reported by the USDA. During the first 10 days of
each month, USDA personnel purchase milk gallons at the same three retail outlets
in each of the 30 markets. Purchases are not conducted on Fridays or weekends.
The survey must include the first and second largest food retailers in the market,
as well as the largest convenience store chain. Prices include the most common
brand of non-returnable gallon containers. The data are reported at the end of the
same month in USDA’s Dairy Market News on-line publication.

The Upper Midwest:

This region covers the area in which fluid milk processors are generally reg-
ulated by the USDA’s Upper Midwest regional federal milk marketing order
(Order #30). Roughly speaking, that region includes northern Illinois, Wisconsin
and Minnesota. Chicago and Minneapolis-St. Paul are the major metropolitan
areas. Retail milk gallon prices in Chicago and Minneapolis are among the 30
metropolitan areas surveyed.

From a regulatory standpoint, fluid milk processors in the Upper Midwest
have the lowest base costs for their raw product of any region in the country, under
the USDA’s national milk pricing scheme.

Two major firms dominate fluid milk in the Upper Midwest: DFA and Prairie
Farms. DFA’s operations in this region include the Kemp’s and Dean Foods di-
visions. Prairie Farms processes and distributes milk under its own brands or
some private labels (i.e., supermarket brands).

Recent years have seen significant consolidation of dairy processing in the
region. In 2019, the largest fluid milk processor — Dean Foods — declared bank-
ruptcy. DFA and Prairie Farms each gained a Dean Foods’ milk plant in the Min-
neapolis market. DFA continued operating other facilities from the bankruptcy
Dean Foods’ empire at DePere, Wisconsin and Chemung, [llinois. But the An-
titrust Division of the United States Department of Justice — in tandem with the
Attorneys General of Wisconsin and Illinois — demanded that DFA sell those two
facilities. Next, those two plants were acquired by a newly formed entity, Bor-
den-Select, in mid-2021. However, one year later, in mid-2022, Borden-Select
abruptly ceased fluid milk processing at those two sites. Shortly after those clos-
ings, retail milk prices in the region started increasing at levels far higher than
changes in national retail milk prices. (Examples: From July to December 2022,
Chicago-area retail prices for Whole milk increased 53-cents per gallon, while the
national average increase was 3 cents. For that same six-month period, Chicago-
area retail prices for 2% gallons rose 33-cents, while the national average only in-
creased by a penny.)

Chicago area consumers paid the following amounts for Whole milk gallons
above the national average during these years:

2009 enieiiiiiiiieeteeeteececnencncncncecncncncnanns +57 cents
P | ] | RS +59 cents
P | 3 RS +50 cents
2022 eiiieiiiiieeeceteecetntencntencncnsencnsencncnsenns +57 cents
P | K S +$1.02

For calendar 2023, Chicago area Whole milk prices were $1.02 per gallon
higher than the National average, due to the USDA’s federal milk pricing pro-
gram.. That year, consumer costs for 2% milk gallons in the Chicago area were
$5.39 per gallon ... $1.10 above the national average.

Here’s a shocker: Chicago area prices for Whole milk gallons in 2023
averaged $5.36 — an increase of 53-cents over the prior year. But fluid milk
processors’ raw milk costs declined from 2022 to 2023 by 38.4 cents per gal-
lon. That “spread” between higher retail costs per gallon of Whole milk and
processors’ lower raw milk costs per gallon — a massive 91.4 cents per gallon
— indicates opportunism at the expense of consumers due to a lack of com-
petition in the Chicago area.

Milk prices in Minneapolis paralleled trends in Chicago. Of note: during
January-May 2023, Minneapolis Whole milk prices cost 61-cents more per gallon
than the national average. For that same period, 2% milk gallons in Minneapolis
were 81-cents per gallon above the national average.

Note: For greater details on Upper Midwest retail prices, go to the fol-
lowing attachments:

“Fluid Milk Price Gouging in Upper Midwest Worsens in June” — from
July 2023 issue of The Milkweed.

©“2023: Chicago Consumers Price-Gouged on Whole Milk Gallons
(Again)” — from the January 2024 issue of The Milkwee

* Retail Prices for Conventional Whole Milk, Average of Three Outlets,
Selected Cities, by Months, 2022, 2023 and January-June 2024. (Source:
Dairy Division of USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service)

¢ Retail Prices for Conventional 2% Milk, Average of Three Outlets, Se-
lected Cities, by Months, 2022, 2023 and January-May 2024.

(Source: Dairy Division of USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service)

Kansas City, Missouri
Basically only one major fluid milk processor serves the Kansas City market:
Hiland Dairy. Hiland Dairy is structured as a joint venture between DFA and
Praairie Farms. Prairie Farms owns 80% interest in Hiland Dairy while DFA con-
trols the remaining 20%

Shoppers in the Kansas City consistently have the highest, or near-highest,
retail milk prices in the country for Whole and 2%, according to the USDA sur-
veys. Let’s summarize:

Whole milk gallon costs: For the 28 out of the 30 months from January
2022 through June 2024, Kansas City featured the highest Whole milk gallon
prices in the 30-market national survey. For 2022, 2023 and January-June 2024,
Kansas City Whole milk gallon prices averaged the highest in the nation.

*In 2022, Kansas City consumers paid $5.83 per gallon ... $1.35/gallon
higher than the national average.

* In 2023, Kansas City consumers prices averaged $6.05 per gallon ... $1.71
higher than the national average.

* For January-June 2024, Kansas City consumers saw average prices of $5.57
per gallon ... an average of $1.56 per gallon higher than the national average.

2% milk gallon costs: The data for 2% milk gallon costs in Kansas City
parallels the numbers for Whole milk gallons.

* In 2022, costs for 2% gallons averaged $5.51 ... $1.36 higher than the na-
tional average.

* In 2023, Kansas City consumers paid an average of $5.64 per gallon ...
$1.35 higher than the national average.

* During 2024’s first half, Kansas City retail costs averaged $5.57 per gallon
... $1.28 higher than the national average.

Note: For further information regarding Kansas City retail prices, it is
suggested that the attached story and documents be reviewed:

* “Kansas City Consumers Gouged by Highest Milk Prices in the U.S.,”
from the July 2024 is issue of The Milkweed, page 5.

* The 2022, 2023 and January-June reports for Whole milk and 2% milk
surveys of 30 markets, cited above.

Fiscal 2023, Prairie Farms posted astronomical net income

The sky-high costs for milk paid by consumers in the Upper Midwest,
Kansas City area (and probably in some other regions) translated directly into
spectacular profits reported by Prairie Farms for its fiscal year that ended Sep-
tember 30, 2023. That year, Prairie Farms recorded profits of over $3.50 per hun-
dredweight on every 100 Ibs. of milk the co-op marketed for its members. That
level of profitability is without precedent for a firm primarily engaged in fluid
milk processing/distribution.

Conclusion:

Food price inflation is the primary concern of most Americans, according
to a study released in December 2023. Some factors boosting retail food prices
are beyond human control, such as weather-related events. But other factors are
clearly man-made — including price-gouging of consumers’ milk costs detailed
above. For all the political rhetoric and hand-wringing, there has been virtually
no action taken on food price inflation.

USDA’s monthly retail survey for Whole and 2% milk prices offers trove of
data, both historic and recent. Historic retail milk price data in at least a couple
of the 30 major metropolitan areas clearly suggest overt price gouging. Greater
investigative and subpoena powers are needed to at least initially clarify how much
of those price increases was processor-driven and how much of the costs increases
were due to retailers’ mark-ups..

The USDA retail gallon price data is publicly available. But to date there
has been no indication that government agencies or the private legal sector are in-
terested in pursuing such blatant consumer rip-offs.

*Peter L. Hardin is the editor-publisher of The Milkweed, a monthly report
that focuses on dairy marketing and pricing issue. The Milkweed features inves-
tigative reporting and has been published regularly since 1979.

Refer to The Milkweed’s Website: www.themilkweed.com
for Supporting Documents. See Milk Price Gouging Icon.
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June 2024 Highlights: U.S. simple average prices are: $4.37 per gallon for conventional whole milk, $4.31 per gallon for

conventional reduced fat 2% milk, $4.82 per half gallon organic whole milk, and $4.82 per half gallon organic reduced fat 2%

milk.

Retail Prices for Conventional Whole Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2024 '

City and State Jan 1 Feb Mar | Apr I May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov I Dec | Avg?
(dollars per gallon)

Atlanta, GA 422 422 4,12 4,12 412 4.19 4,17
Baltimore, MD 424 424 424 434 444 434 431
Boston, MA 449 446 4.49 4.46 446 451 448
Chicago, IL AR s o1, i eV e Y %2520
Cincinnati, OH 330 3.27 27 3.27 327 320 3.26
Cleveland, OH 439 439 4.39 4.39 456  4.56 4.45
Dallas, TX 3.59  3.59 3.59 3.58 3.58 348 3.57
Denver, CO 422 416 4.12 3.99 399  3.99 4.08
Detroit, MI 3.75  3.79 3.73 3.73 376 3.73 3.75
Hartford, CT 4,62 4.56 4.56 4.49 449 442 4.52
Houston, TX 4.05 4.05 4.05 4.08 408 4.19 4.08
Indianapolis, IN 3.18 3.18 3.18 3.18 3.18 3.18 3.18
Kansas City, MO 6.1  6.16 5.76 5.76 OWLOMEESNR ) 591
Louisville, KY 317 323 323 3.23 323 331 323
Miami, FL 413 4.3 4.17 4.17 416 3.97 4.12
Milwaukee, WI 412 422 4.22 3.92 429  3.99 4.13
Minneapolis, MN 446 4.72 4.46 472 algiol Sty 4.63
New Orleans, LA 452  4.65 471 4.76 469 4.84 4.70
New York, NY 5.05 5.01 5.01 5.01 505 513 5.04
Oklahoma City, OK | 4.47  4.47 4.44 444 444 451 4.46
Philadelphia, PA 514  5.19 5.19 5.19 519 524 5.19
Phoenix, AZ 422 426 4.19 4.39 439 439 431
Pittsburgh, PA 5.02  5.00 5.00 5.05 490 5.00 5.00
Portland, OR 429 432 432 4.32 436 4.36 4.33
Sacramento, CA 475 475 4.75 4.82 475 475 4.76
Seattle, WA 456 4.56 4.56 4.56 4,62 4.62 4.58
St. Louis, MO 420 4.80 4.39 4.39 485 495 4.60
Syracuse, NY 391 391 3.85 3.85 385 3.85 3.87
Washington, DC 394 394 3.94 4.04 404 414 4.01
Wichita, KS 447 447 4.44 4.44 444 451 4.46
Simple Average 433 436 4.32 4.33 436 437 4.35

" As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the 1st and 10th
of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and

second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
. . 25 . .
common brand in nonreturnable containers. ~ Simple average of monthly prices.
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Retail Prices for Conventional Reduced Fat (2%) Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2024 !

City and State Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May ’ Jun | Jul | Aug ‘ Sep ’ Oct | Nov ’ Dec | Avg®
(dollars per gallon)
Atlanta, GA 422 422 411 412 412 419 4.16
Baltimore, MD 424 424 424 434 434 434 4.29
Boston, MA 449 446 449 446 446 451 448
Chicago, IL Qe 6w 5221 4.5:22:'15.22: 7529 520
Cincinnati, OH 330 327 327 327 327 320 3.26
Cleveland, OH 439 439 439 439 456 456 445
Dallas, TX 359 359 359 358 358 348 3.57
Denver, CO 422 416 412 399 399 399 4.08
Detroit, M1 3.7 379 373 373 376 3.73 3.75
Hartford, CT 4,62 456 456 449 449 439 4.52
Houston, TX 405 405 405 408 408 4.19 4.08
Indianapolis, IN 3.18 318 3.18 3.18 3.18 3.8 3.18
Kansas City, MO SEITSTS 4TS5 44 542 549 557
Louisville, KY 3.17 323 323 323 323 33l 3.23
Miami, FL 413 413 417 417 416 397 4.12
Milwaukee, WI 388 384 406 402 402 376 3.93
Minneapolis, MN 446 472 429 456 456 4.56 4.53
New Orleans, LA 451 465 471 476 469 4381 4.69
New York, NY 5.05 501 501 501 505 5.15 5.05
Oklahoma City, OK 447 447 444 444 444 451 446
Philadelphia, PA 499 499 504 504 499 504 5.02
Phoenix, AZ 422 426 419 439 439 439 431
Pittsburgh, PA 482 479 479 483 466 479 4.78
Portland, OR 429 432 432 432 436 436 433
Sacramento, CA 465 465 465 465 465 4.65 4.65
Seattle, WA 449 449 449 449 456 456 4.51
St. Louis, MO 392 446 414 414 459 468 4.32
Syracuse, NY 371 371 365 365 365 3.71 3.68
Washington, DC 394 394 394 404 404 4.14 4.01
Wichita, KS 447 447 444 444 444 451 4.46
Simple Average 427 430 427 428 430 431 4.29

' As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the 1st and 10th
of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and
second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
common brand in nonreturnable containers. > Simple average of monthly prices.
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December 2022 Highlights: U.S. simple average prices are: $4.44 per gallon for conventional whole milk, $4.37 per gallon for

conventional reduced fat 2% milk, $4.76 per half gallon organic whole milk, and $4.77 per half gallon organic reduced fat 2% milk.

Retail Prices for Conventional Whole Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2022 !

City and State Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May l Jun | Jul | Aug l Sep | Oct | Nov l Dec l Avg?
(dollars per gallon)

Atlanta, GA 339 3.72 3.69 3.79 4.29 428 418 421 4.18 428 438 448 4.07
Baltimore, MD 3.84 3.89 4.34 4.64 4.64 429 444 444 444 449 479 479 442
Boston, MA 3.54  3.66 3.75 4.03 4.17 427 427 429 429 439 442 454 414
Chicago, IL 57‘4.16 4.16 4.46 4.72 4.72 496 496 516 4997499 . 516 549 483
Cincinnati, OH 332 3.36 3.36 3.39 3.61 379 3.63 357 3.67 3.61 351 354 3.53
Cleveland, OH 349  3.56 3.56 3.59 3.63 3.69 3.69 3.69 429 429 406 439 3.83
Dallas, TX 336  3.60 3.69 3.86 3.90 390 3.80 3.80 387 380 380 374 3.76
Denver, CO 349 349 3.72 4.09 4.09 432 442 449 459 436 526 4.66 425
Detroit, M1 329 342 3.69 3.69 3.92 396 396 3.77 3.77 372 389 385 3.74
Hartford, CT 4.02 4.09 4.12 4.36 4.36 446 446 446 446 449 449 452 436
Houston, TX 3.77  3.87 3.99 3.99 4.18 395 368 3.68 369 3.68 3.68 3.68 3.82
Indianapolis, IN 328 3.19 3.38 3.49 3.74 342 341 341 341 317 3.14 3.4l 3.37
Kansas City, MO 522 534 5.46 5.73 5.98 6.01 601 597 591 592 621 6.18 583
Louisville, KY 249 249 2.46 2.49 2.52 247 243 243 243 270 270 270 2.53
Miami, FL 395 3.96 4.16 4.26 4.43 454 454 447 447 442 442 442 434
Milwaukee, WI 4.16 4.26 4.42 4.46 4.86 526 509 446 4.66 526 442 432 4.64
Minneapolis, MN 4.06 4.02 3.96 4.79 4.72 509 509 492 509 509 509 509 475
New Orleans, LA 433 441 4.48 4.64 4.87 487 498 503 501 496 489 485 478
New York, NY 4.60 4.62 4.69 4.86 4.95 502 500 501 501 507 507 517 492
Oklahoma City, OK | 3.72  3.66 3.76 3.89 4.06 445 445 456 456 455 370 3.70 4.09
Philadelphia, PA 5.19 549 5.54 5.69 5.84 589 589 589 579 589 589 589 574
Phoenix, AZ 3.06 3.19 3.26 3.52 3.69 376 389 3.89 396 389 396 386 3.66
Pittsburgh, PA 446 4.65 4.78 5.10 5.38 523 527 522 512 505 502 507 5.03
Portland, OR 349 349 3.32 3.69 3.72 372 376 389 386 392 399 409 3.75
Sacramento, CA 438 4.12 4.62 4.65 4.72 499 472 465 4.65 4.65 465 485 4.64
Seattle, WA 392 396 3.96 4.09 4.16 422 442 449 449 456 456 456 428
St. Louis, MO 3.71  3.71 3.92 4.43 4.29 466 456 456 477 453 453 4.64 436
Syracuse, NY 3.81 3.81 4.15 4.15 4.18 418 4.18 421 412 411 398 4.18 4.09
Washington, DC 419 434 4.59 4.94 4.94 504 504 504 494 474 494 474 479
Wichita, KS 2.92 2.86 3.26 3.32 3.46 3,53 3.67 370 370 3.70 3.70 3.70 3.46
Simple Average 3.82 3.88 4.02 4.21 4.33 441 440 438 441 441 441 444 426

' As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the 1st and 10th

of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and

second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
common brand in nonreturnable containers. > Simple average of monthly prices.
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Retail Prices for Conventional Reduced Fat (2%) Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2022 !

City and State Jan | Feb ] Mar ‘ Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Avg*
(dollars per gallon)

Atlanta, GA 339 369 3.69 379 429 428 418 421 4.18 428 438 448 4.07
Baltimore, MD 3.84 389 434 464 464 429 444 444 444 449 479 479 442
Boston, MA 3.54 366 375 4.03 417 427 427 429 429 439 442 454 414
Chicago, IL PHI6 432 446 472 479 499 496 522 506 506 522 53274386
Cincinnati, OH 332 336 336 339 361 379 363 357 3.67 361 351 354 353
Cleveland, OH 349 356 356 359 3.63 369 369 369 429 429 406 439 3.83
Dallas, TX 336 360 369 386 390 390 380 3.80 3.87 3.80 380 374 376
Denver, CO 349 349 372 409 4.09 432 442 449 459 436 526 4.66 425
Detroit, MI 329 342 3.69 369 392 396 396 377 377 372 389 385 374
Hartford, CT 402 4.09 412 436 436 446 446 446 446 449 449 452 436
Houston, TX 3.55 389 399 399 418 395 3.68 3.68 3.69 3.68 3.68 3.68 3.0
Indianapolis, IN 328 3.19 338 349 374 342 341 341 341 317 3.14 341 337
Kansas City, MO SROG Bl dnSilids wnSd3me 5.66- 5.69..5.69, . 5.69. . 5.63s45:63v 5T wnbllmnbioT
Louisville, KY 249 249 246 249 252 247 243 243 243 270 270 270 253
Miami, FL 395 396- 416 426 443 455 454 447 447 442 442 442 434
Milwaukee, WI 416 4.16 429 442 469 509 496 429 432 509 422 419 449
Minneapolis, MN 406 4.02 396 479 456 492 492 476 492 492 492 502 465
New Orleans, LA 433 441 448 4.64 487 487 498 503 501 496 489 485 478
New York, NY 459 461 468 486 495 502 500 501 501 507 507 517 492
Oklahoma City, OK | 3.62 3.56 3.66 3.79 396 435 435 446 446 443 370 370 4.00
Philadelphia, PA 499 514 519 534 549 559 559 549 539 569 569 569 544
Phoenix, AZ 3.06 3.19 326 352 369 376 3.89 389 396 389 396 3.86 3.66
Pittsburgh, PA 430 451 457 489 515 502 503 499 488 480 482 484 482
Portland, OR 349 349 332 369 372 372 382 389 386 392 399 409 3.5
Sacramento, CA 425 395 449 455 465 492 465 4.65 465 4.65 465 475 457
Seattle, WA 392 396 396 4.09 416 422 442 449 449 446 456 456 427
St. Louis, MO 3.64 364 379 429 423 452 446 449 452 441 441 438 423
Syracuse, NY 3.65 365 398 399 405 411 405 405 398 398 375 398 394
Washington, DC 419 434 459 494 494 504 504 504 494 474 489 469 478
Wichita, KS 292 286 326 332 346 353 367 370 370 3.70 3.70 3.70 3.46
Simple Average 378 3.84 397 416 428 436 435 433 434 436 436 437 421

' As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the Ist and 10th
of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and
second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
common brand in nonreturnable containers. > Simple average of monthly prices.
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Retail Prices for Conventional Reduced Fat (2%) Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2023 !

City and State Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug ] Sep I Oct | Nov L Dec | Avg?’
(dollars per gallon)

Atlanta, GA 454 454 448 439 439 436 431 432 426 432 426 422 437
Baltimore, MD 499 479 434 464 459 459 464 464 454 464 399 394 453
Boston, MA 454 440 432 432 434 434 420 411 426 447 442 445 435
Chicago, IL QWO SIS 74:99;1 115,320:115/65 £.5:65 < 5.655TT5165 T .09 w5126 45109589
Cincinnati, OH 357 3.57 3.57 347 352 345 332 321 320 333 340 333 341
Cleveland, OH 439 406 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 436
Dallas, TX 3.74 374 374 3.67 3.60 358 355 355 358 359 359 359 3.63
Denver, CO 432 429 429 406 412 412 406 409 4.09 409 412 412 415
Detroit, MI 3.85 3.82 385 382 376 376 375 375 375 377 389 375 379
Hartford, CT 452 452 449 449 449 449 446 442 449 459 459 459 451
Houston, TX 3.68 3.68 365 359 355 359 359 402 365 407 407 405 3.77
Indianapolis, IN 334 331 331 329 327 3.18 312 3.1 315 319 322 295 320
Kansas City, MO 576 5.69 562 554 564 558 554 548 556 579 566 584 5.64
Louisville, KY 270 270 270 270 2.80 277 3.05 305 320 320 320 317 29%
Miami, FL 442 442 442 419 413 4.07 403 401 4.02 410 413 413 417
Milwaukee, WI 436 419 412 402 434 429 446 4.09 412 412 422 422 421
Minneapolis, MN 536 536 509 502 476 502 479 449 439 439 439 449 4380
New Orleans, LA 482 477 477 469 469 434 431 410 438 431 433 449 450
New York, NY 517 512 501 498 498 501 498 498 501 505 505 505 5.03
Oklahoma City, OK | 3.70 3.70 393 393 4.17 393 4.11 423 430 444 450 447 412
Philadelphia, PA 524 508 514 519 559 554 554 554 554 504 499 499 529
Phoenix, AZ 402 422 406 416 416 429 429 406 4.69 4.62 382 362 417
Pittsburgh, PA 479 473 465 460 463 454 453 448 457 462 461 478 4.63
Portland, OR 402 396 4.02 386 389 3.89 402 452 432 426 436 432 412
Sacramento, CA 475 475 4.65 465 465 4.65 465 465 4.65 465 465 465 4.67
Seattle, WA 456 456 436 442 456 449 449 442 402 439 449 449 444
St. Louis, MO 438 442 442 439 442 449 449 449 471 465 476 480 4.54
Syracuse, NY 378 371 358 358 365 358 358 351 345 358 358 365 3.60
Washington, DC 499 484 459 459 419 419 389 389 434 389 389 394 427
Wichita, KS 370 393 393 393 417 393 411 423 430 444 450 447 414
Simple Average 437 434 429 425 429 427 426 425 429 432 428 427 429

' As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the 1st and 10th
of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and
second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
common brand in nonreturnable containers. ? Simple average of monthly prices.
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Retail Prices for Conventional Reduced Fat (2%) Milk,
Average of Three Outlets, Selected Cities, by Months, 2023 !

City and State Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr ’ May [Jun ] Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct I Nov | Dec I Avg?
(dollars per gallon)

Atlanta, GA 454 454 448 439 439 436 431 432 426 432 426 422 437
Baltimore, MD 499 479 434 464 459 459 464 464 454 464 399 394 453
Boston, MA 454 440 432 432 434 434 420 411 426 447 442 445 435
Chicago, IL SaliGESES 182 00 5 325 54 99iini:32:,,.:5.65. - 5.65. °5.65 .5.65 "5.59 5.26 __5.09% 589
Cincinnati, OH 3.57 357 357 347 352 345 332 321 320 333 340 333 341
Cleveland, OH 439 4.06 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 439 436
Dallas, TX 374 374 374 3.67 360 358 355 355 358 359 359 359 3.63
Denver, CO 432 429 429 406 412 412 406 4.09 409 409 412 412 415
Detroit, MI 385 382 38 38 376 376 375 375 375 377 38 375 379
Hartford, CT 452 452 449 449 449 449 446 442 449 459 459 459 451
Houston, TX 3.68 3.68 3.65 3.59 355 359 359 4.02 3.65 407 407 4.05 3.77
Indianapolis, IN 334 331 331 329 327 318 312 311 315 319 322 295 320
Kansas City, MO 576 569 562 554 564 558 554 548 556 579 566 584 564
Louisville, KY 270 270 270 270 280 277 3.05 305 320 320 320 3.17 2%
Miami, FL 442 442 442 419 413 407 403 401 402 410 413 413 417
Milwaukee, WI 436 4.19 412 4.02 434 429 446 4.09 412 412 422 422 421
Minneapolis, MN 536 536 509 502 476 502 479 449 439 439 439 449 480
New Orleans, LA 482 477 477 469 469 434 431 410 438 431 433 449 450
New York, NY 517 512 501 498 498 501 498 498 501 505 505 505 503
Oklahoma City, OK | 3.70 3.70 393 393 417 393 411 423 430 444 450 447 4.12
Philadelphia, PA 524 508 514 519 559 554 554 554 554 504 499 499 529
Phoenix, AZ 402 422 406 416 416 429 429 406 469 462 382 3.62 417
Pittsburgh, PA 479 473 465 460 4.63 454 453 448 457 4.62 461 478 4.63
Portland, OR 402 396 402 386 389 389 4.02 452 432 426 436 432 412
Sacramento, CA 475 475 4.65 4.65 4.65 4.65 4.65 4.65 465 4.65 4.65 4.65 4.67
Seattle, WA 456 456 436 442 456 449 449 442 402 439 449 449 444
St. Louis, MO 438 442 442 439 442 449 449 449 471 465 476 480 454
Syracuse, NY 3.78 371 3.58 358 3.65 3.58 358 351 345 358 358 365 3.60
Washington, DC 499 484 459 459 419 419 389 389 434 389 389 394 427
Wichita, KS 370 393 393 393 417 393 411 423 430 444 450 447 414
Simple Average 437 434 429 425 429 427 426 425 429 432 428 427 429

' As collected by Federal milk order market administrators based on a survey conducted one day between the 1st and 10th
of each month (excluding Fridays and weekends) in selected cities or metropolitan areas. One outlet of the largest and
second largest food store chains and the largest convenience store chain are surveyed. The price represents the most
common brand in nonreturnable containers. > Simple average of monthly prices.



